FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
to  the   cause   many  secret   supporters   and   ardent   hidden
sympathies.
Such sympathies were bound ultimately to find expression:
all that Government repression could do was to prevent open
profession of Republican beliefs as such, and the direct result
was to give fresh strength to that other tendency of the new
Radicalism, the realization of the urgency of the social ques-
tion. The death of Garnier-Pages, the retirement of several of
his companions, removed those whose chief aim had been to
alter the form of government; the Republican ideal tended
to transfer its interest from externals to internal problems, the
condition of the people. New leaders appeared: Ledru-Rollin
-and Arago founded La Reforme, which insisted on the conquest
of rights, personal as well as political, as the real aim of
democracy. Arago confessed that " hereditary constitutional
monarchy is the only form of government likely to take root
in France ''; but demanded for the worker both the right to
vote and the right to be protected against economic exploita-
tion : " Labour will have to be organized if the working-class
population are not to be at the mercy of a very limited number
of capitalists. Laisser-faire has done its time/1 But, unlike the
Socialists, Arago looked to parliamentary action to solve the
problem. La Reforme was, in fact, very inclined to Socialism,1
and numbered among its contributors both Louis Blanc and
Pecqueur, as well as Lamennais ; like all the democratic school,
however, it had no clear conception as to the economic functions
of the State, and was too much attached to the old 1789 idea
of the sacredness of private property to cross the line.
*******	•*
This increasing realization of 'the social problem and the
demand for political freedom mainly as the necessary instru-
ment for its solution received its clearest embodiment in the
thought and career of Lamartine.2 The great poet came to
1 " It advocated the nationalization of railways—while fearing lest too
many miles of railroad should be built too hurriedly " (Louis Blanc, op. tit.,
V., p. xi.).
a Alphonse de Lamartine (1792-1869) : poet and man of letters; first in the
army, then in the Diplomatic Service; elected a Deputy in 1832; Minister
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